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1 One participant is a special case. She reported that she was not fully committed to her 
relationship in May 2013 but was shortly after. Although she does not meet the full 
requirements of the sample, she completes a couple and was thus included to provide a 













































































































































































































































































































































































































being	part	of	a	committed	relationship	changes	one’s	thoughts,	actions,	and	future	plans.	Marriage	and	identifying	as	“We”	instead	of	“I”	goes	much	further	than	just	signing	a	piece	of	paper.	This	is	especially	true	in	same-sex	relationships.	These	individuals	and	their	relationships	have	been	discredited	and	discriminated	against	extensively.	To	receive	the	message	that	how	one	identifies	is	“immoral”,	“unnatural”,	“perverse”—the list goes on—throughout 
one’s life has an impact on how one views their identity and self. The legitimation 
offered by legally being able to express this relationship and one’s identity helps to 
relieve the stress associated with being a marginalized member of society.  
Kim (2011) has coined the phrase “skeptical marriage equality” in 
approaching the polarizing nature of marriage in the United States.  Kim’s (2011) 
use of this terminology points out that although many view marriage equality as an 
important step in recognizing the rights of sexuality diverse individuals, it can also 
be criticized as an effort to streamline gay culture into that of hegemonic America. 
She argues that although everyone should have the right to marry, if they so choose 
to, it behooves us to be skeptical of the current institution of marriage.  
One of the main arguments against marriage equality is that it will change the 
foundations in which the institution of marriage is based on. I would agree, but I do 
not view this as a negative change. The greater level of equality seen in same-sex 
relationships threatens the hegemonic, i.e. male dominated ideal within the 




country, we are on the cusp of a transition in which marriage is no longer about 
ownership and dominance, but could better reflect a true partnership.  
 This study served the purpose of further examining the identity formation 
and shift in sexuality diverse individuals when faced with the possibility of marriage. 
Although the respondents included in the study offered valuable insights into what it 
means to be in this position, this study does have some shortcomings. The sample 
was not as diverse as was intended. Although several participants who would have 
offered differing perspectives based on their racial/ethnic heritage, socio-economic 
status, and age originally agreed to participate, they ultimately declined to be part of 
the research. This is interesting as it could serve to reinforce the idea that talking 
about and being upfront about one’s diverse sexuality is a white, middle class thing 
to do. Perhaps due to the low levels of discrimination faced in other arenas of their 
identity presentation, these individuals are more comfortable speaking about and 
making salient their marginalized sexual identities. 
 Also, the study did not encompass enough individuals or go on for a lengthy 
enough period of time. Despite reaching saturation with the amount of participants 
involved, it is hard to believe that information gleaned from sixteen participants can 
give a fully developed picture of the experiences had by sexuality diverse 
individuals. Also, the fluidity of our identities poses an issue for the short time span 
this study covered. With marriage being a relatively new possibility, the impact on 
identity could fall one of two ways. First, individuals may not yet fully realize what 




impact of marriage equality on the participants’ identities could be inflated due to 
this level of newness. They could be hyperaware of what this means to them in terms 
of changes to their identity. Future research could redesign the study as a 
longitudinal study to examine the long-term effects marriage equality has on the 
sexuality diverse population. 
 Despite these limitations, this study is a good springboard for additional 
research. Although quite a few studies have been done on older individuals and what 
the ability to marry means for them, the greatest impact may be found within the 
younger generations. It would be interesting to study individuals within the typical 
marriage age (25-35) to see how this affects the way they view their current and 
future relationships. Also, what does this legitimation of a sexuality diverse identity 
have on America’s youth? Is an acceptable alternative to heterosexuality more 
readily available? This study and further research into continued acceptance and 
identity formation of sexuality diverse individuals is important in understanding the 
impact political decisions have on the quality of our relationships and lives. 
Additionally, it provides a glimpse of our fluctuating social world, in which the 
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i. Education	–	Primary/Secondary	(K-12)	j. Education	–	Other	k. Construction	l. Finance	and	Insurance	m. Government	and	Public	Administration	n. Health	Care	and	Social	Assistance	o. Hotel	and	Food	Services	9.Continued:	p. Information	–	Services	and	Data	q. Information	–	Other	r. Processing	s. Legal	Services	t. Manufacturing	–	Computer	and	Electronics	u. Manufacturing	–	Other	v. Military	w. Mining	x. Publishing	y. Real	Estate,	Rental,	or	Leasing	z. Religious	aa. Retail	bb. Scientific	or	Technical	Services	cc. Software	dd. Telecommunications	ee. Transportation	and	Warehousing	ff. Utilities	gg. Wholesale	hh. Other	__________________________________		 10. 	How	“out”	would	you	classify	yourself?	a. Very	“out”	b. Mostly	“out”	c. Moderately	“out”	d. Selectively	“out”	e. Not	“out”	 		
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Appendix	E:	Demographic	Data	
		
	
	
19%	
62%	
6%	
13%	 0%	
Age	
18-25		
26-35		
36-45		
46-55	
56+		
15%	 8%	
15%	
31%	
31%	
Household	Income	
$10,000-$19,999	
$30,000-$39,999	
$40,000-$49,999	
$50,000-$74,999	
$100,000-$150,000	
81%	
6%	
13%	
Race/Ethnicity	
White/Caucasian	
African	American	
Hispanic/LaDna	
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50%	
31%	
19%	
Loca8on	
Urban	
Suburban	
Rural	
44%	
12%	
19%	
25%	
Rela8onship	Status	
Married	
Engaged	
Living	With	Another	
Single	
57%	31%	
6%	
6%	
Level	of	"Out"	
Very	Out	
Mostly	Out	
Moderately	Out	
Not	out	
